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This self-guided to ur ta kes less tha n  a n  ho ur, a llo win g 
yo u to  see fa sc in a tin g brickwo rk a n d win do w design s 
fro m  the Victo ria n  era , a n d lea rn  a bo ut the m ill in dustry 
tha t helped esta blish a  thrivin g lo c a l ec o n o m y here in  the 
1800s. 
Sta rt the lo o p to ur a t a n y po in t a n d feel free to  explo re.
The villa ge is lo c a ted o n  the West Bra n ch o f the Credit 
River, kn o wn fo r its pure c o ld wa ter a n d tro ut fishin g a s 
it flo ws to wa rds La ke On ta rio . 
With sign ific a n t la n ds in  the Greenbelt, Erin  helps 
preserve its n a tura l herita ge in  va st a rea s o f fo rest a n d 
wetla n ds, a s well a s prim e a gricultura l la n d. The lo n g, 
ro unded hill just to  the west is a  drum lin , depo sited by 
a  gla c ier 12,000 yea rs a go .
With a  lively eco n o m y, a  stro n g a rts a n d spo rts culture, 
a  high level o f sa fety a n d a  pla n  fo r m o dera te gro wth, 
the To wn  o f Erin  ha s been iden tified a s o n e o f the To p 
100 Pla ces to  Live in  Ca n a da .
Plea se visit o ur sho ps, get to  kn o w o ur friendly peo ple 
a n d a dm ire the sm a ll-to wn  a rchitecture tha t is being 
preserved fo r genera tio n s to  c o m e.

History and Heritage
of Erin Village

Find out more
This Wa lkin g Tra il bro chure is a  jo in t pro ject o f the To wn 
o f Erin  Tra ils a n d Herita ge Co m m ittees.
The Tra ils Co m m ittee pro m o tes a  tra ils n etwo rk fo r 
a c cess to  n a tura l a rea s, tra n spo rta tio n  lin ks a n d fitn ess 
benefits. The Herita ge Co m m ittee pro m o tes public 
a wa reness o f the To wn ’s herita ge, m a in ta in s a n  in ven to ry 
o f pro perties o f herita ge va lue, a n d a dvises To wn  Co un c il 
a n d pro perty o wn ers o n  c o n serva tio n  issues a n d herita ge 
m a tters.
The c o m m ittees o ffer their tha n ks to  lo c a l pro perty 
o wners a n d m em bers o f the Busin ess Im pro vem en t 
Area  (BIA) fo r their suppo rt o f this Herita ge Tra il 
pro ject.
Spec ia l tha n ks to  Wellingto n  Co un ty Pla n n in g fo r techn ic a l
pro ductio n  o f this bro chure.  Plea se feel free to  visit:
Town of Erin:  www.erin .c a  (PDF c o py a va ila ble)
County of Wellington:  www. wellin gto n .c a
Erin Village BIA:  www.villa geo ferin .c o m
Lo o k Fo r Additio n a l Series: Hillsburgh Villa ge Wa lkin g Tra il 
a n d To wn o f Erin  "Off the Bea ten Pa th" Drivin g To ur Tra il

ERIN VILLAGE TRAILS
AND GREENSPACES

Nearby trails are gateways to Erin’s natural charms. 
Hike to the top of the Water Tower Trail or follow the 
Rotary Trail at the south end of the village. The 
Woolen Mills Conservation Area to the east has 
beautiful views of the river. Or head north to the Elora 
Cataract Trailway, once the route of Credit Valley 
Railway and now part of the Trans Canada Trail, 
putting Erin village, Hillsburgh and Orton on one of the 
world’s premiere scenic routes.

LOTS TO EXPLORE!

see reverse fo r
deta iled m a p( )

Welcome to the historic downtown district.
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The West Credit River flows from The West Credit River flows from 
Hillsburgh to Erin village. It turnsHillsburgh to Erin village. It turns
sharply here, then heads for sharply here, then heads for 
Belfountain, joining the main river Belfountain, joining the main river 
at Forks of the Credit and reaching at Forks of the Credit and reaching 
Lake Ontario at Port Credit.Lake Ontario at Port Credit.

11. Riverside Park 
Intended as a hub  for Erin villag e trails, the park was opened in 2015 
with g ardens, pic nic tab les and an interpretive sig n ab out local h istory 
and g eog raphy. Located near the Upper Pond at Hull’s Dam , the site 
of Daniel McMillan’s 1845 sawm ill, the park sits atop the m illrace that 
d iverted water from  the pond to power the 1849 Grist Mill on the other 
sid e of Main Street. 
 
12. Observation Deck (photo #12) 
Before returning  to Main Street th roug h  the plaza parking  lot, take a look at the Lower 
Pond, created b eh ind the b usiness d istric t b y the dam  on Charles Street. 
 
13. Erin Advocate / Union Bank 128 Main Street (photo #13) 
Welling ton Hull b oug h t the local newspaper in 1894 and had a printing  office on the 
sec ond  floor. The Union Bank (later the R oyal Bank) operated on the g round floor. 
 
14. Storefronts preserve village charm (photo #14) 
Hom e to a wide array of sh ops, h otels, restaurants and offices since the  
19th Century, the d owntown b usiness d istric t c ontinues to provid e a core  
for the com m unity and an attraction for visitors. The im ag inative b ric kwork  
and wind ow treatm ents for the second  storey resid ential apartm ents  
com b ine with c lassic wind ow d isplays and quaint b usiness entrances to  
create a unique, friend ly atm osph ere. Many stores have sig ns with   
interesting  details of their b uild ing ’s h istory.

15. Henry Trout Dam 
Henry Trout, rewarded for service in the War of 1812 with 
land in Erin Townsh ip, b uilt the first local dam  and sawm ill 
here in 1826. After a fire, it was b oug h t for $700 and reb uilt b y 
Daniel McMillan. He also b uilt a m illrace to provid e 30 HP of 
energ y to a new oat m ill on the other sid e of Main Street. 
Benjam in Mundell b oug h t it and c onverted it to a planing  m ill 
in 1896. It was destroyed b y fire in 2013. 
 
16. Cenotaph (photo #16) 
Branc h  442 of the R oyal Canad ian  
Leg ion m aintains the cenotaph as a  
trib ute to th ose wh o m ade the ultim ate  
sacrifice wh ile serving  with  Canada’s  
arm ed forces. It was ded icated on  
Novem b er 11, 1956. 
 
17. 1856 House 3 Union Street 
Daniel McMillan sold 100 acres of land to h is b roth er Charles, 
wh o b uilt th is early b ric k h ouse in 1856. The front of the 
b uild ing  is a later ad d ition in the sam e style, featuring  ornate 
fretwork. Continuing  on William  Street will b ring  you along  the 
Water Tower Trail – see the m ap on the other sid e.  

West Credit River

Downtown Erin Heritage Walking Trail
See Erin's fasc inating  arc h itec tural h istory on a self-g uid ed tour th at takes less th an 1 h our.
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1. Founding of Erin 
Chec k out the h istorical plaque next to the West Cred it R iver b y the  
McEnery property – a fam ily that  farm ed locally from  1837. Settlem ent  
of Erin Townsh ip had started in 1820, b ut the villag e was not  
inc orporated until 1880, when the Cred it Valley R ailway arrived. The  
townsh ip and villag e were am alg am ated in 1998 as the Town of Erin. 
 
2. All Saints Anglican 81 Main Street (photo#2) 
The c hurc h  was erected in 1867 on land provid ed b y William  Cornoc k, prom inent 
b usiness entrepreneur and d istiller. The lancet wind ows with pointed arc h es are in 
Goth ic R evival style, im itating  m ed ieval desig n. The square b ell tower was ad ded 
in 1910 and for m any years the b ell served as the villag e fire alarm . 
 
3. Erin Grist Mill  
Built in 1849, Daniel McMillan’s final dam  was powered b y a leng th y m illrace from  
the upper pond on the other sid e of Main Street and intended to supply g rain to 
Britain. It was reb uilt twice after fires in the m id  1870s and in 1946. 

4. Erin Village Alliance Church 103 Main Street 
Many pioneer fam ilies worsh ipped at what was orig inally a Churc h  of Ch rist 
Disc iples, b uilt in 1873 b y Duncan McMillan, with dec orative b ric k desig ns at 
the corners and over the rounded wind ows. 
 
5. McMillan Park 
Nam ed for Daniel McMillan, an entrepreneur wh o with h is fam ily b uilt five 
dam s that powered the villag e’s ag ricultural econom y in the m id -1800s. The 
orig inal villag e nam e was MacMillan’s Mills, later c hang ed to Erinsville, then 
sim ply Erin. 
 
6. Erin United Church 115 Main Street 
Built in 1870 b y the Wesleyan Meth od ists to replace an oc tag onal c hurc h  that 
had b urned. Becam e part of the United Churc h  in 1925. 
 
7. Gear House 119 Main Street 
The Edward ian m ansion of Dr. Harry Gear, b uilt in 1905 with an octag onal 
tower, lim estone ac cents, stained g lass and an aud io tub e from  the porc h .

8. Burns Presbyterian Church 155 Main Street (photo#8) 
Built in 1881 to replace an older (1848) Union Churc h , th is 
b uild ing  features four spired b uttresses topped with arrow 
finials, and lancet wind ows. R ub b lestone walls b eh ind  it m ark 
the d rive shed area. 
 
9. Victorian Homes (photo #9)  
Several h om es in th is area feature a two-tone b ric k desig n 
popular in the late 1800s, with d istinc tive stone or b ric k lintels 
ab ove the wind ows and dec orative wood trim  ac cents in the 
roof peaks. 
 
10. Busholme Inn 156 Main Street (photo #10) 
Intended as a h ospital when it was b uilt ab out 1886, the 
b uild ing  was instead used for d oc tors’ offices, then c onverted 
to a h otel in 1924. The arc h ed lintels with a central keystone, 
unique to the Erin-Hillsb urg h  area, were m ade with sand stone 
from  the Cred it Forks quarry. 
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