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File:2020/10/Long MDS1 update 

 
 

Via email 
 
Mr. Keith Barrick 
Keith�s Trailer Sales Inc. 
6113 Trafalgar Road 
Orton, ON 
L0N 1N0 

 
September 6, 2022 

 
Mr. Barrick: 
 

Re: Minimum Distance Separation I Report Update 
 6113 Trafalgar Road 

Part Lot 31, Concession 8 
Town of Erin 
County of Wellington 
 

DBH Soil Services Inc. was retained in early 2020 to complete a Minimum Distance Separation 1 (MDS 1) study for 
the above-mentioned site, henceforth referred to as the Study Area.  Information collected in subsequent site visits, 
surrounding area roadside surveys, and discussions with respective landowners was used to calculate MDS 1 
distances from the potential livestock facilities within 750 m of the boundary of the Study Area.  This MDS1 
information was presented in a letter report dated April 28, 2020.  The Minimum Distance Separation (MDS 1) 
study was triggered as a result of a proposed Temporary Use Zoning By-Law application.   
 
DBH Soil Services Inc. was retained in August 2022 to review the April 28, 2020, letter report to determine if that 
information was still relevant and appropriate considering the passage of time. 
 
This assessment of the relevance of the April 28, 2020, letter report included a review of policy, guidelines, and an 
assessment of the respective livestock facilities to determine if there have been any changes in the size or numbers 
of potential livestock facilities. 
 
The review of policy and guidelines identified that the appropriate Minimum Distance Separation guideline that is 
presently in use is the same document that the original MDS 1 assessment utilized.  Therefore, from a guideline 
perspective, the original MDS 1 assessment is still accurate and valid. 
 
Discussions with you (the landowner of the Study Area) indicated that there have been no changes (additions or 
removal of) any of the potential livestock facilities that were identified in the April 28, 2020, report. 
 
Therefore, as this review has determined that the same MDS guideline is still used, and there have been no changes 
to the existing potential livestock facilities, this review established that the April 28, 2020, report, and conclusions is 
still appropriate and valid. 
 
As stated in the April 28, 2020, letter report there were 4 potential livestock facilities within 750 m of the Study 
Area.  The specific location, potential livestock type, potential manure system, and livestock numbers were 
presented in the original April 28, 2020, report.  The following provides a recap of that information as was 
presented in the original letter report. 
 
Table 1 presents the location and area data for each agricultural facility as based on the Town of Erin Assessment 
Roll data and/or the OMAFRA Agricultural Information Atlas. 
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Table 1 � Agricultural Facilities 
Agricultural Facility 

(Barn) 
Location (Lot/Concession) Address Area (ha/acres) 

    
1 Lot 31/Concession 7 6118-6124 Trafalgar Road 39.82 
2 Lot 30/Concession 7 6080 Trafalgar Road 39.84 
3 Lot 32/Concession 8 9425 Erin-Garafaxa Townline 39.00 
4 Lot 32/Concession 7 9393 Erin-Garafaxa Townline 39.10 

 
Agricultural facility number 1 is a small to medium sized building with wood sides and a metal roof.  The building 
appears to be in good condition.  No livestock were visible at the time of the roadside survey.  A review of aerial 
photography and online imagery indicated that there are no signs of livestock (ie:  no feed bales, no manure piles or 
manure storage, no fencing, no paddocks, no pastures).  A telephone conversation with the landowner indicated 
that the small to medium sized building is a storage shed/machine shed and has no capacity to house livestock.  The 
landowner further indicated that there was a large bank barn on the property years previously and that barn had 
been demolished.  As such, there is no opportunity or capacity to house livestock on this property and no MDS 
calculations were completed for any buildings on this property. 
 
Agricultural facility number 2 could not be seen from the roadside (sight line restricted by woodlot).  A review of 
online imagery indicated that there is a residential unit with garage, machine shed and a small pole barn.  Further, 
there is evidence of fencing and pasture areas.  Three livestock were visible on the 2015 Wellington County online 
imagery.  No evidence of feed or manure storage was visible in the imagery.  A telephone conversation with the 
landowner indicated that they have 2 horses presently, and that the barn has the capacity to house 4 horses.  MDS 1 
calculations were made using the 4-horse capacity.  The MDS calculation indicated that MDS 1 arc is 81 m from the 
barn and 81 m from the manure storage.  The landowner indicated that they remove the manure from the barn and 
spread it around the outside of the barn.  They do not have a specific manure storage location. 
 
Agricultural facility number 3 was a pole barn with wooden siding, a metal roof and appears to be in good condition.  
No livestock was visible at the time of the roadside survey.  A review of aerial photography and online imagery 
indicate that there were no present signs of livestock (ie:  no feed bales, no manure piles or manure storage, no 
fencing, no paddocks, no pastures), however, there may have been a small pasture just south of the barn in previous 
years.  Attempts were made to contact the landowner by telephone.  None of the attempts was successful.  The 
roof area of the barn was measured from online imagery.  MDS 1 calculations were made based on barn roof 
measurements of 21 m x 14 m, for an area of 294 m2.  The livestock type was considered as �horse�.  The MDS 1 
calculation indicated that the MDS 1 arc is 114 m from the barn and 114 m from the manure storage.  The review 
of online imagery did not reveal a specific manure storage area. 
 
Agricultural facility number 4 was a bank barn with wooden/metal siding, a metal roof, stone foundation and appears 
to be in good condition.  No livestock was observed during the roadside survey.  A review of online imagery 
indicates that this location has had livestock in the past.  A telephone conversation with the landowner indicated 
that there were beef cattle at this location, but that the cattle were only there during the summertime and were not 
in the barn.  The cattle were pastured only.  The landowner also indicated that last year was the last year that he 
would have cattle and that this year the farm will be in cash crop.  The landowner indicated that the barn size was 
60 ft x 60 ft (18.3 m x 18.3 m).  MDS 1 calculations were made for this barn using a barn size of 18.3 m x 18.3 m 
and beef livestock.  The MDS calculation indicated that an MDS 1 arc of 185 m from the barn and 185 m from the 
manure storage.  They do not have a specific manure storage as the cattle are pastured. 
 
Table 2 presents the livestock type associated with each agricultural facility and the calculated MDS 1 values (in 
metres) for each agricultural facility and the respective manure storage area. 
 
MDS 1 data sheets and calculated values are provided in Appendix B. 
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Table 2 � Minimum Distance Separation 1 (MDS 1) 

Agricultural Facility (Barn) 
 

Livestock Type MDS 1 (Barn)  
In metres 

MDS 1 (Manure Storage) 
In metres 

    
1 - 0.0 0.0 
2 Horses 81.0 81.0 
3 Horses 114.0 114.0 
4 Beef 185.0 185.0 

 
Figure 1 illustrates the approximate location of the Subject Lands, the approximate locations of agricultural facilities 
with calculated MDS 1 arcs from each of the agricultural facilities that was capable of housing livestock.  Discussions 
with the landowners indicated that there were no specific manure storage locations.  A review of the potential 
livestock facility on the property for which the landowner could not be reached by telephone, did not provide an 
indication of the location of a manure storage area. 
 
As illustrated on Figure 1, none of the MDS 1 arcs intersected with any of the boundaries or overlapped on the 
Subject Lands.  Therefore, the Minimum Distance Separation (MDS 1) guidelines have been met and no mitigation is 
required. 
 
I trust this information is helpful.  Should you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at your 
earliest convenience at 519-578-9226. 
 
Sincerely 

DBH Soil Services Inc. 

 
 
Dave Hodgson, P. Ag 
President
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