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W
e are pleased to profile ou

r local h
orse people an

d th
e differen

t
equ

in
e even

ts h
appen

in
g in

 an
d arou

n
d E

rin
.

O
u

r cover ph
oto featu

res local rider an
d ch

am
pion

, K
ilby

B
ru

n
n

er D
eforest.  K

ilby w
on

 th
e 2018 R

oyal W
inter Fair Pony

Jum
ping C

ham
pionship. K

ilby grew
 u

p in
 E

rin
 an

d like so m
any

oth
ers in

 E
rin

, com
es from

 a local, m
u

lti-gen
eration

al h
orse

fam
ily.

E
rin

 is a th
rivin

g, beau
tifu

l Tow
n

 w
ith

 a vibran
t h

orse
com

m
u

n
ity.  W

h
en

 you
 drive th

rou
gh

 E
rin

, you
 w

ill see m
any

beau
tifu

l stables, w
orkin

g farm
s, an

d spirited yearlin
gs

decoratin
g ou

r lan
dscape. H

orses in
 E

rin
 are u

sed for racin
g,

sh
ow

 com
petition

, recreation
, trail ridin

g an
d th

erapy.

T
h

e E
rin

 Fall Fair, establish
ed in

 1850, con
tin

u
es to h

ost an
an

n
u

al even
t every T

h
an

ksgivin
g W

eeken
d.  For m

any in
 E

rin
an

d su
rrou

n
din

g com
m

u
n

ities, th
e E

rin
 Fair is a h

om
ecom

in
g

an
d a place to recon

n
ect w

ith
 frien

ds an
d fam

ilies. O
n

e of th
e

h
igh

ligh
ts of th

e Fair is th
e E

qu
in

e Ten
t sh

ow
casin

g m
any h

orse
breeds, equ

in
e edu

cation
 an

d offers visitors a ‘h
an

ds-on’ h
orse

exp
erien

ce.

E
rin’s equ

in
e h

eritage is im
portan

t to ou
r com

m
u

n
ity.  E

ach
 year

at th
e Fair, th

e fu
lly restored E

rin
 to G

u
elph

 au
th

en
tic stage

coach
 is on

 display, an
d th

e E
A

S H
orse H

eritage H
all of Fam

e
aw

ard is presented.

T
h

e equ
in

e in
du

stry plays a vital an
d im

portan
t role in

 th
e Tow

n
of E

rin’s econ
om

y an
d w

e are pleased to profile stories abou
t th

e
people, h

orses an
d organ

ization
s, w

h
o m

akeu
p ou

r local equ
in

e
com

m
u

n
ity.

W
e h

ope you
 en

joy readin
g abou

t ou
r ou

tstan
din

g equ
in

e
com

m
u

n
ity, an

d w
e look forw

ard to you
r visit.

Sin
cerely,

A
llan

 A
lls

M
ayor, Tow

n of Erin

Photo: Bridget Ryan
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Tell us about your first pony: 

M
y first pony w

as an
 A

ppen
dix Q

u
arter

H
orse from

 O
klah

om
a w

h
o u

sed to barrel
race. Josie w

as pu
rch

ased at an
 au

ction
 an

d
loved to do everyth

in
g, fast. Togeth

er w
e

w
on

 th
e M

im
osa C

u
p; a cross-cou

n
try

even
t th

at took place n
orth

 of O
rton

. 

W
hat w

as the m
ost im

portant horse
m

em
ory for you?  W

hy? 

T
h

e m
ost im

portan
t h

orse m
em

ory for
m

yself w
as w

h
en

 I failed th
e first attem

pt
at m

y O
n

tario E
qu

estrian
 Federation

, O
E

F
R

ider Level 2. (N
ow

 called, O
n

tario
E

qu
estrian

). B
ack th

en
, O

E
F R

ider Level 2
w

as m
u

ch
 m

ore an
d on

 th
e first attem

pt I
didn’t practice m

u
ch

 becau
se I h

adn’t
taken

 it seriou
sly. H

ow
ever, w

h
en

 I failed
an

d m
y sister passed, it on

ly m
ade m

e

m
ore determ

in
ed to keep tryin

g an
d n

ever
give u

p. W
h

en
 I retu

rn
ed to take m

y O
E

F
R

ider Level 2,  th
e secon

d tim
e, th

e
in

stru
ctor, M

H
 Lessard said th

at sh
e cou

ld
tell I h

ad w
orked very h

ard becau
se th

e
ch

an
ge in

 m
y ridin

g w
as so n

oticeable.
T

hat tau
ght

m
e th

at h
ard w

ork really does
pay off. 

D
o you have a favourite equine author?

B
on

n
ie B

ryan
t w

h
o w

rote th
e series T

h
e

Saddle C
lu

b. A
s a kid I read th

em
 all an

d I
still h

ave th
e books on

 m
y booksh

elf.

H
ow

 other than riding, how
 do you keep fit? 

I h
ave recen

tly started yoga an
d I love to

play sports an
d h

ave dan
ce parties w

ith
 m

y
dau

gh
ter G

race an
d th

e W
II. 

D
o you w

atch horse show
s, if so, w

hat? 

In
 m

y h
ou

se every Su
n

day it is tradition
for G

race an
d I to w

atch
 C

B
C

’s H
eartlan

d!
W

e love C
aleb an

d th
e trou

ble h
e is alw

ays
gettin

g in
to. W

e are big fan
s an

d w
e h

ave
been

 to th
ree A

m
ber M

arsh
all even

ts.  M
y

dau
gh

ter G
race even

 got a pictu
re w

ith
h

er!  A
s a kid I loved w

atch
in

g T
h

e Saddle
C

lu
b too.

W
ho is the m

ost interesting horse-
person you’ve ever m

et? 

T
h

is w
as a h

ard qu
estion

 as th
ere are m

any
people w

h
o in

flu
en

ced m
e an

d tau
gh

t m
e

so m
u

ch
…

.

R
h

on
da (B

oyce) R
ath

bu
rn

; sh
e w

as local
to H

illsbu
rgh

 an
d h

er m
ain

 disciplin
e w

as
w

estern
. R

h
on

da w
as special becau

se sh
e

took tim
e to teach

 m
e abou

t stable
m

an
agem

en
t an

d ridin
g. A

lso G
len

n
 M

iller
from

 th
e gas station

, old ridin
g coach

es, a
dear frien

d from
 th

e racetrack, an
d  G

uy
M

cLean
, th

e A
u

strailian
 H

orse W
h

isperer.
I m

et G
uy at C

an
-A

m
 th

ree years ago—
h

e
even

 sign
ed m

y boot!  I w
as in

spired by th
e

h
ard w

ork h
e pu

ts in
to h

is h
orses, an

d I
in

stan
tly started follow

in
g h

im
 on

 social
m

edia.  I loved th
e w

ay h
orses are h

is
fam

ily.

H
orse Focus/D

iscipline, Sport, Interest: 

Teach
in

g hu
n

ter/ju
m

per w
h

ile focu
sin

g on
com

pletin
g m

y O
E

 rider level 7. I also
en

joy trail ridin
g w

ith
 m

y T
h

orou
gh

bred
m

are Stella, in
 m

y w
estern

 saddle,
som

etim
es w

e ru
n

 barrels bu
t sh

e is n
ot a

fast O
T

T
B

.

N
ote:   O

T
T

B
 stands for  “off-the-track T

horoughbred”:  a
Jockey C

lub-registered T
horoughbred horse that w

as previously
racing or in training to race, and has since been retired due to
injury, lack of talent, or old age.

Is there another equestrian discipline or
horse sport you w

ould like to do? 

I w
ou

ld love to learn
 rein

in
g! 

Equine A
ssociations, H

orse-related
organizations you are involved in:

• D
irector E

rin
 A

gricu
ltu

ral Society, C
h

air
of O

pen
 H

orse Sh
ow

 C
om

m
ittee

• 4H
 Leader, E

rin
 an

d H
illsbu

rgh
 Pony

C
lu

b (com
in

g 2019)

• O
n

tario E
qu

estrian
 m

em
ber

• E
qu

in
e C

an
ada C

oach
in

g C
ertification

program

M
a
rissa

 is a
n

 e
q

u
in

e
 c

o
a
c
h

, 4
-H

 H
o

rse
le

ss H
o

rse
 C

lu
b

 le
a
d

e
r,

w
o

rk
s a

t 4
-H

 O
n

ta
rio

, is a
 m

o
m

 o
f 8

 y
e
a
r o

ld
 G

ra
c
e
, a

n
d

 h
a
s

b
e
e
n

 h
o

rse
 c

ra
z
y
 a

ll h
e
r life

.  R
e
c
e
n

tly
, M

a
rissa

 w
a
s a

w
a
rd

e
d

T
e
e
n

 R
a
n

c
h

’s 2
0

18
 C

o
a
c
h

 o
f th

e
 Y

e
a
r fo

r c
o

a
c
h

in
g

 y
o

u
n

g
 rid

e
rs

a
t th

e
ir sh

o
w

s d
u

rin
g

 th
e
 su

m
m

e
r m

o
n

th
s.

H
e
re

’s h
o

w
 M

a
rissa

 g
o

t to
 w

h
e
re

 sh
e
 is to

d
a
y
…

F
o

cu
s O

n
 A

 L
o

cal

M
a
rissa

 M
a
lla

in
 a

n
d

 h
e
r 2

0
18

C
o

a
c
h

 o
f th

e
 Y

e
a
r rib

b
o

n
.

P
h

o
to

:  su
b

m
itte

d
 b

y
 M

. M
a
lla

is

Photo:  B. Ryan
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T
h

e
re

 is a
n

 e
x
p

re
ssio

n
 th

a
t g

o
e
s lik

e
 th

is—
w

h
e
n

 y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
 so

m
e
th

in
g

a
n

d
 re

a
lly

 u
n

d
e
rsta

n
d

 it, y
o

u
 m

e
m

o
riz

e
 it a

n
d

 th
e
n

 y
o

u
 k

n
o

w
 it b

y
 h

e
a
rt.

K
ilby B

ru
n

n
er D

eforest is a 14-year-old pony-ju
m

pin
g, h

orse-
lovin

g E
rin

 teen
ager w

h
o w

orks w
ith

 h
orses, com

petes an
d rides

all year lon
g.  In

 doin
g so, K

ilby h
as learn

ed to ride by h
eart.  

K
ilby is also a ch

am
pion

, claim
in

g a victory in
 th

e $5,000 R
oyal

Pony Ju
m

per Fin
al at th

e 96th
 (2018) R

oyal A
gricu

ltu
ral W

in
ter

Fair in
 Toron

to, O
n

tario.  T
h

e top spots w
ere decided in

 a tw
o-

h
orse ju

m
p-off betw

een
 K

ilby an
d Tatu

m
 H

oran
 of O

akville, w
ith

B
ru

n
n

er D
eforest takin

g th
e lead an

d fin
ish

in
g w

ith
 a tim

e of
27.88 secon

ds. M
ore th

an
 1,000 h

orses an
d pon

ies from
 arou

n
d

th
e w

orld, com
pete for n

early on
e m

illion
 dollars in

 prize m
on

ey
du

rin
g th

e 10-day sh
ow

.

“T
h

is is m
y fifth

 tim
e at T

h
e R

oyal, (in
 th

e Pony Ju
m

per D
ivision

)
an

d it’s excitin
g to be h

ere!” sh
e said after acceptin

g th
e

ch
am

pion
sh

ip title.  K
ilby w

as reserve ch
am

pion
 in

 both
 2016 an

d
2017. A

t th
e 2018 R

oyal, sh
e com

peted on
 B

eaverw
oods H

alo, a
14-year-old m

are, ow
n

ed by h
er m

oth
er K

irsten
 B

ru
n

n
er.  W

h
ile

K
ilby an

d H
alo pu

t all th
e pieces togeth

er for a w
in

 at th
e R

oyal,
th

eir con
n

ection
 took som

e effort.  

“T
h

is is a n
ew

 pony for m
e, I got h

er on
e year ago, an

d h
ave been

com
petin

g on
 h

er all su
m

m
er,” sh

e said.  “Sh
e’s very fast an

d really
good on

 th
e tu

rn
s - H

alo is very con
fiden

t, an
d h

an
dled th

e n
oise

at th
e E

xh
ibition

 C
oliseu

m
 very w

ell.  Sh
e is a com

plicated pony,
an

d in
 th

e begin
n

in
g of th

e season
, w

e w
ere tryin

g oth
er bits an

d
a lot of differen

t th
in

gs,” sh
e said.  “B

u
t th

en
, w

e realized th
at I

ju
st n

eeded to learn
 to ride h

er - w
e w

en
t to a sim

ple sn
affle, an

d I
got to kn

ow
 h

er an
d oth

er th
an

 m
e tellin

g h
er to “w

h
oa”, H

alo
does it all.”  

K
ilby first visited th

e R
oyal w

h
en

 sh
e w

as six m
on

th
s old, an

d
started com

petin
g at age fou

r in
 th

e W
elsh

 Pony W
alk Trot. Sh

e
w

on
 th

e class th
at year.  K

ilby’s m
ain

 coach
 is h

er m
oth

er, K
irsten

B
ru

n
n

er, w
h

o ow
n

s an
d op

erates B
eaverw

ood Farm
 in

 H
illbu

rgh
O

n
tario.  H

ow
ever, du

rin
g big com

petition
s, K

irsten
 h

an
d th

e
rein

s to an
oth

er profession
al, Sh

ara Pava of A
vh

anw
ith

 Stable.
K

irsten
 said it w

as a real gift th
at h

er 87-year old m
oth

er  an
d th

e
en

tire B
ru

n
n

er fam
ily w

ere able to atten
d th

e R
oyal Sh

ow
 an

d
w

atch
 as K

ilby w
on

 th
e 2018 ch

am
pion

sh
ip title.   K

ilby w
as also

th
e 2018 circu

it ch
am

pion
 an

d w
on

 fou
r ou

t of five sh
ow

s at th
e

A
n

gelston
e Tou

rn
am

en
ts Ju

m
per C

lassic.  D
u

rin
g a typical

su
m

m
er, K

ilby com
petes in

 both
 H

u
n

ter an
d Pony Ju

m
per

division
s, th

rou
gh

ou
t O

n
tario an

d in
 C

arriage D
rivin

g in
 both

C
an

ada an
d th

e U
n

ited States.  K
ilby com

petes
at C

aledon
 E

qu
estrian

 Park (A
 circu

it), at
W

esley C
lover Park in

 O
ttaw

a an
d at local sh

ow
s

w
ith

 you
n

g pon
ies in

 train
in

g, in
clu

din
g th

e
E

rin
 Fair, B

ram
pton

 Fair an
d at Teen

 R
an

ch
 in

C
aledon

.

W
h

en
 asked w

h
at sh

e likes best abou
t h

er
h

orses, K
ilby an

sw
ered, “I ju

st like to see th
em

,
an

d all of th
em

 are special for differen
t reason

s.”
H

er favou
rite h

orse m
ovie w

h
en

 sh
e w

as little w
as

Spirit; th
e beau

tifu
l story of a w

ild, sm
art,

determ
in

ed an
d h

eart-stron
g you

n
g h

orse.
Sou

n
ds like a m

atch
 for K

ilby.

K
ilb

y
 B

ru
n
n
e
r D

e
fo

re
st

R
id

in
g

 b
y
 H

e
a
rt

S
to

ry
 &

 P
h

o
to

 c
re

d
its: B

. R
y
a
n

K
ilb

y
 B

ru
n

n
e
r D

e
fo

re
st w

ith
h

e
r 2

0
18

 R
o

y
a
l W

in
te

r F
a
ir

C
h

a
m

p
io

n
sh

ip
 rib

b
o
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K
ilb

y
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ru
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n
e
r D

e
fo
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w
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n
 fe

n
c
e

Photo: Kim Martel
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T
h

e M
in

sh
alls are a th

ird gen
eration

 E
rin

 fam
ily w

h
o spread th

eir
love of h

orses across several equ
in

e disciplin
es: T

h
orou

gh
bred

h
orse breedin

g, foalin
g, train

in
g, an

d racin
g. T

h
ey also do

Stan
dardbred h

orse foalin
g an

d Q
u

arter H
orse cu

ttin
g

com
petition

s an
d even

ts.

M
in

sh
all Farm

s is a fam
ily bu

sin
ess, ow

n
ed an

d op
erated by

Sh
au

n
 an

d Lisa M
in

sh
all.  A

u
brey M

in
sh

all, Sh
au

n’s fath
er, w

as
th

e fou
n

der, a bu
sin

essm
an

 an
d breeder of ch

am
pion

T
h

orou
gh

breds.  A
u

brey M
in

sh
all w

as in
du

cted in
to th

e
C

an
adian

 H
orse R

acin
g H

all of Fam
e in

 2012.  

O
n

e of th
e m

any ch
am

pion
s foaled at M

in
sh

all Farm
s w

as M
t.

Sassafrass.  T
h

is h
orse w

as bred, raced an
d train

ed by m
em

bers of
th

e M
in

sh
all fam

ily an
d h

is accom
plish

m
en

ts w
ere m

any.  M
t.

Sassafras w
as voted 1996 C

h
am

pion
, O

lder M
ale H

orse an
d

C
an

ada’s H
orse of th

e Year.  O
th

er n
otable M

in
sh

all h
orses are

B
old R

u
ritan

a, tw
o tim

e C
h

am
pion

 Tu
rf M

are, an
d Sprin

t
C

h
am

pion
s, K

in
g C

orrie an
d Field C

om
m

ission
.  Steph

an
otis w

as
a m

ajou
r stakes w

in
ter for M

in
sh

all Farm
s an

d w
en

t on
 to be a

leadin
g sire in

 B
ritish

 C
olu

m
bia. 

Sh
au

n
 follow

ed in
 h

is fath
er’s footsteps, in

 bu
sin

ess an
d in

 h
orses.

H
e took u

p ropin
g an

d becam
e an

 avid cu
ttin

g h
orse com

petitor.
T

h
is kin

d of com
petition

 origin
ated in

 th
e U

n
ited States in

 th
e

1800s, w
h

en
 A

m
erican

 cow
boys u

sed th
eir best h

orses to separate
or ‘cu

t’ in
dividu

al cow
s from

 th
e h

erd. T
h

e sport w
as brou

gh
t to

O
n

tario in
 th

e late 1950s an
d th

e O
n

tario C
u

ttin
g H

orse
A

ssociation
 (O

C
H

A
) w

as in
corporated in

 1973.

Lisa M
in

sh
all is an

 E
rin

 girl w
h

o first started ridin
g in

 th
e E

n
glish

disciplin
e an

d com
peted in

 th
e pony races at th

e E
rin

 Fair. Lisa
cau

gh
t th

e cu
ttin

g h
orse ‘bu

g’, an
d h

as n
ever looked back.  Lisa

says th
at w

h
at h

olds h
er in

terest is th
at you

 can
 h

ave a good h
orse,

you
 can

 h
ave you

r n
am

e selected for th
e best ru

n
 position

, you
can

 h
ave co-operative cattle, bu

t th
ey all h

ave to lin
e u

p—
an

d th
at

is ju
st th

e lu
ck of th

e day. T
h

at is also w
h

at keeps it in
terestin

g;
th

at m
en

tal com
pon

en
t of th

in
kin

g like a h
orse, an

d con
tin

u
ally

tryin
g to figu

re ou
t w

h
at th

e cattle m
igh

t do.

Lisa an
d Sh

au
n

 m
et th

rou
gh

 th
e sport, an

d both
 w

ere active in
 th

e
E

B
H

O
 (E

rin
, B

allin
afad, H

illsbu
rgh

, O
sprin

ge), a local h
orse clu

b
th

at h
osted sh

ow
s ou

t of th
e E

rin
 Fairgrou

n
ds.  T

h
e M

in
sh

alls
con

tin
u

e to h
ost cu

ttin
g com

petition
s an

d w
elcom

e th
e pu

blic to
th

ese even
ts at th

eir farm
.

Lisa an
d Sh

au
n

 h
ave th

ree ch
ildren

. Lau
ren

, th
eir 28-year-old

dau
gh

ter is an
 accom

plish
ed rider an

d a ch
am

pion
sh

ip w
in

n
er as

w
ell.  Lau

ren
 w

on
 th

e N
C

H
A

 (N
ation

al C
u

ttin
g H

orse
A

ssociation
) B

rooks an
d D

u
n

n
 Fu

tu
rity com

petition
 w

h
en

 sh
e

S
u

re
ly

 th
e
 v

e
ry

 b
e
st p

a
rt o

f b
e
in

g
 in

 th
e
 h

o
rse

 b
u

sin
e
ss is th

e
 a

rriv
a
l o

f a
 h

e
a
lth

y
 n

e
w

 fo
a
l.

N
e
w

 b
e
g

in
n

in
g

s a
re

 w
h

a
t M

in
sh

a
ll F

a
rm

s d
o

e
s re

a
lly

 w
e
ll, a

n
d

 h
a
s d

o
n

e
 fo

r a
 lo

n
g

 tim
e
.
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w
as ju

st 15 years old.  M
ore recen

tly,
Lau

ren
 w

as reserve ch
am

pion
 in

 th
e

Lim
ited N

on
-P

ro D
erby at th

e  Su
m

m
er

Spectacu
lar, in

 th
e in

 th
e 2018 N

C
H

A
Su

per Stakes, on
 C

R
 Sister Tu

ff, ow
n

ed by
ow

n
ed by Lisa an

d Sh
au

n
.  Lau

ren
 an

d h
er

partn
er G

abe R
eyn

olds operate a C
u

ttin
g

H
orse train

in
g facility in

 K
en

tu
cky,

specializin
g in

 am
ateu

r an
d n

on
-

profession
al riders, an

d train
in

g you
n

g
h

orses. 

A
fter th

e excitem
en

t of th
e sh

ow
s are over,

th
ere is th

e reality of ru
n

n
in

g a w
orkin

g
farm

 an
d h

orse bu
sin

ess.  T
h

is in
clu

des
h

orses to care for, staff to m
an

age, an
d all

th
e logistics th

at go w
ith

 it.  Lisa h
as h

igh
praise for th

eir staff, especially th
eir

m
an

ager, Jo-M
arie M

artin
 w

h
o specializes

in
 birth

in
g th

e babies an
d lookin

g after a
stable of h

orses. R
ach

elle H
arrin

gton
 is

an
oth

er lon
g-tim

e em
ployees w

h
o keeps

th
e farm

 ru
n

n
in

g sm
ooth

ly.  D
J Law

ren
ce

is a local stu
den

t w
h

o h
elps ou

t w
ith

everyth
in

g from
 stall m

u
ck- ou

t to
birth

in
g foals an

d is an
 active 4H

 m
em

ber.  

T
h

e office an
d tack room

 at M
in

sh
all

Farm
s is decorated w

ith
 a w

on
derfu

l
collection

 of bu
ckles, saddles, troph

ies,
h

istoric ph
otos an

d h
eritage ribbon

s
datin

g back to A
u

brey M
in

sh
all’s day, an

d
Q

u
arteram

a.  A
s w

e w
alked arou

n
d

ou
tside, Lisa poin

ted ou
t a pregn

an
t m

are,
w

h
o w

as ready to birth
 at any tim

e. T
h

e
prize arrived th

e n
ext m

orn
in

g: 100
pou

n
ds of brow

n
 h

air an
d h

ooves, an
d a

n
ew

 begin
n

in
g on

ce m
ore on

 M
in

sh
all

Farm
s.

R
a
c
e
 H

o
rse

D
e
fi

n
itio

n
s

F
o

r th
e

 n
o

n
-h

o
rse

 p
e

rso
n

:

T
h

e
 B

re
e
d

e
rs' C

u
p

F
illy

 &
 M

a
re

 T
u

rf
A

 w
e
ig

h
t fo

r a
g

e
 T

h
o

ro
u

g
h

b
re

d
 h

o
rse

ra
c
e
 o

n
 tu

rf fo
r fi

llie
s a

n
d

 m
a
re

s, th
re

e
y
e
a
rs o

ld
 a

n
d

 u
p

. It is h
e
ld

 a
n

n
u

a
lly

 a
t a

d
iffe

re
n

t ra
c
e
tra

c
k
 in

 th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s
a
s p

a
rt o

f th
e
 B

re
e
d

e
rs' C

u
p

 W
o

rld
C

h
a
m

p
io

n
sh

ip
s.

T
h

e
 C

a
n

a
d

ia
n

 C
h

a
m

p
io

n
S

p
rin

t H
o

rse
A

 C
a
n

a
d

ia
n

 T
h

o
ro

u
g

h
b

re
d

 h
o

rse
 ra

c
in

g
h

o
n

o
u

r th
a
t w

a
s p

a
rt o

f th
e
 S

o
v
e
re

ig
n

A
w

a
rd

s p
ro

g
ra

m
 a

w
a
rd

e
d

 a
n

n
u

a
lly

 to
th

e
 to

p
 T

h
o

ro
u

g
h

b
re

d
 o

f e
ith

e
r se

x
c
o

m
p

e
tin

g
 in

 sp
rin

t ra
c
e
s in

 C
a
n

a
d

a
.

T
h

e
 C

a
n

a
d

ia
n

 S
ta

k
e
s

A
 G

ra
d

e
 II T

h
o

ro
u

g
h

b
re

d
 h

o
rse

 ra
c
e
,

ru
n

 a
n

n
u

a
lly

 a
t W

o
o

d
b

in
e
 R

a
c
e
tra

c
k
 in

T
o

ro
n

to
, O

n
ta

rio
, C

a
n

a
d

a
. It is a

n
 e

v
e
n

t

o
p

e
n

 to
 fi

llie
s a

n
d

 m
a
re

s, th
re

e
 y

e
a
rs o

f

a
g

e
 a

n
d

 o
ld

e
r. It is ra

c
e
d

 o
n

 tu
rf o

v
e
r a

d
ista

n
c
e
 o

f “a
b

o
u

t”  1 1⁄8
 m

ile
s.
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M
in

sh
a
ll F

a
rm

s
h

e
rita

g
e
 p

h
o

to
s

rib
b

o
n

s

A
u

b
re

y
 M

in
sh

a
ll a

t a
R

o
p

in
g

 c
o

m
p

e
titio

n
in

 H
illsb

u
rg

h
.

L
isa

 M
in

sh
a
ll a

t a
c
u

ttin
g

 c
o

m
p

e
titio

n

F
irst D

rin
k
: T

h
o

ro
u

g
h

b
re

d
m

a
re

 a
n

d
 fo

a
l

Photo: Courtesy of The Rider



Jo
y
fu

l
P

a
rtn

e
rsh

ip
S

to
ry

: B
. R

y
a
n

  |  P
h

o
to

 C
re

d
it: N

ik
k
i C

o
o

k

M
argaret G

odson
, ow

n
er an

d h
ead coach

 at M
yrddin

 sees ‘h
orse

con
n

ection’ an
d ‘ridin

g w
ith

 aw
aren

ess’, as th
e opportu

n
ity to

experien
ce th

e joy of bein
g on

e w
ith

 th
e h

orse.  M
yrddin’s

coach
in

g program
 is cen

tered on
 th

e E
qu

in
e C

an
ada (E

C
) R

ider
Level system

. M
argaret G

odson
 is a H

igh
 Perform

an
ce 1, E

C
certified coach

. 

M
yrddin

 w
as establish

ed in
 1978 an

d is located on
 Trafalgar R

oad,
ju

st ou
tside th

e V
illage of B

allin
afad. B

ack th
en

, it catered to pony
clu

b m
em

bers an
d A

-circu
it an

d sch
oolin

g sh
ow

 clien
ts.  M

argaret
G

odson
 w

as a seriou
s com

petitor, train
in

g h
er ow

n
 h

orses an
d

th
ose of local breeders an

d facility clien
ts. D

u
rin

g th
is tim

e,
M

yrddin
 stabled u

p to seven
ty h

orses, created th
e Y

M
C

A
 you

th
ridin

g program
m

e an
d offered residen

tial stu
den

t

appren
ticesh

ips.  In
 1999, w

ith
 a you

n
g fam

ily, M
yrddin

dow
n

sized som
ew

h
at an

d n
ow

 in
clu

des m
ore adu

lt recreation
al

riders. C
oach

es in
corporate n

atu
ral h

orsem
an

sh
ip an

d en
ergy

m
edicin

e su
ch

 as E
m

otion
al Freedom

 Tech
n

iqu
e (E

FT
), also

kn
ow

n
 as ‘tappin

g’ in
to th

eir lesson
s.  M

yrddin
 E

qu
estrian

con
tin

u
es to offer leadin

g-edge equ
in

e train
in

g an
d h

orsem
an

sh
ip

for th
e h

orse an
d rider.

T
h

e n
am

e M
yrddin

 is a W
elsh

 w
ord (a version

 of M
erlin

), for th
e

god of foresigh
t, w

h
o h

ad prem
on

ition
s an

d vision
s of th

e fu
tu

re.
Stron

g, equ
in

e partn
ersh

ips are a w
in

/w
in

 for h
orses an

d people
an

d h
opefu

lly a glim
pse of ou

r fu
tu

re h
orse com

m
u

n
ity.

M
y
rd

d
in

’s b
u

sin
e
ss m

o
d

e
l is to

 p
ro

v
id

e
e
x
p

e
rie

n
c
e
d

 c
e
rtifi

e
d

 c
o

a
c
h

e
s, w

e
ll-tra

in
e
d

h
o

rse
s, a

n
d

 to
p

-n
o

tc
h

 fa
c
ilitie

s.  F
o

r m
o

re
th

a
n

 4
0

 y
e
a
rs, M

y
rd

d
in

 E
q

u
e
stria

n
 C

e
n

tre
h

a
s b

e
e
n

 te
a
c
h

in
g

 rid
e
rs o

f a
ll le

v
e
ls a

n
d

in
te

re
sts, o

ffe
rin

g
 in

d
iv

id
u

a
lly

 ta
ilo

re
d

c
o

a
c
h

in
g

 in
stru

c
tio

n
, b

o
a
rd

in
g

 a
n

d
 e

n
e
rg

y
h

e
a
lin

g
 th

e
ra

p
ie

s.
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M
a
rg

a
re

t G
o

d
so

n
a
n

d
 stu

d
e
n

t
M

y
rd

d
in

 E
q

u
e
stria

n
,

stu
d

e
n

t in
 c

ro
ss

c
o

u
n

try
 c

o
m

p
e
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n

Submitted photos



H
o

rse
 &

 C
o

u
n

try
     i

E
q

u
in

e
 D

ire
cto

ry
A

C
C

O
M

M
O

D
A

T
IO

N
&

 IN
N

S

B
e

d
 &

 B
re

a
k
fa

st

D
evon

sh
ire G

u
est H

ou
se

3 U
n

ion
 St.

E
rin

, O
N

  N
0B

 1T
0

519-833-2187
w

w
w

.devon
sh

iregu
esth

ou
se.ca

H
illsb

u
rgh

 H
ou

se b
y th

e P
on

d
 B

&
B

3 Station
 St.

H
illsbu

rgh
, O

N
 N

0B
 1Z

0
519-855-9487
w

w
w

.bbcan
ada.com

/h
illsbu

rgh
h

ou
seby

th
epon

d

Tailw
in

d
s B

&
B

17 Station
 St.

H
illsbu

rgh
, O

N
  N

0B
 1Z

0
519-855-3242
w

w
w

.tailw
in

dsbb.ca

A
C

T
IV

IT
IE

S
,

E
V

E
N

T
S

, F
A

IR
S

A
n

gelston
e Sh

ow
 Ju

m
p

in
g

Tou
rn

am
en

ts
8720 W

ellin
gton

 R
d. #50

E
rin

, O
N

  N
0B

 2K
0

519-279-6788
w

w
w

.an
gelston

e.ca

E
rin

 A
gricu

ltu
ral Society

E
rin

 Fair E
qu

in
e Ten

t
184-190 M

ain
 St.

E
rin

, O
N

 N
0B

 1T
0

519-833-2808
w

w
w

.erin
fair.com

A
G

R
IC

U
L

T
U

R
A

L
&

 E
Q

U
IN

E
 F

E
E

D
P

R
O

D
U

C
T

S

B
u

d
son’s

P
rovision

s For C
ou

n
try Livin

g
C

arol W
eterin

g, M
an

ager 
93 M

ain
 St.

E
rin

, O
N

  N
0B

 1T
0

519-833-2002

Foxcote Farm
s

H
ay an

d Straw
B

en
 Loof

R
R

 #1H
illsbu

rgh
, O

N
  N

0B
 1Z

0
226-979-6687

H
illsb

u
rgh

 Feed
 an

d
 Su

p
p

lies
D

on
 an

d D
ave C

h
eyn

e, O
w

n
ers

29 Trafalgar R
d. N

.
H

illsbu
rgh

, O
N

  N
0B

 1Z
0

519-855-4403
w

w
w

.h
illsbu

rgh
feedan

dsu
pplies.com

Stew
art’s E

qu
ip

m
en

t
R

ob Fletch
er, E

qu
in

e E
qu

ipm
en

t Sales
9410 W

ellin
gton

 R
d. 124, P.O

. B
ox 10

E
rin

, O
N

  N
0B

 1T
0

519-833-9616
w

w
w

.stew
artsequ

ip.com

B
R

E
E

D
E

R
S

B
eaverw

ood
 Farm

W
elsh

 Pon
ies

K
irsten

 B
ru

n
n

er
5513 3rd Lin

e 
E

rin
, O

N
  N

0B
 1Z

0
519-833-7169
w

w
w

.beaverw
oodfarm

.on
.ca

D
om

in
ion

 Farm
s D

raft H
orses

M
an

u
al Tavares

5627 W
ellin

gton
 R

d. 23
E

rin
, O

N
  N

0B
 1T

0
519-833-2589

M
in

sh
all Farm

s
T

h
orou

gh
breds 

Q
u

arter H
orse C

u
ttin

g H
orses

Lisa an
d Sh

au
n

 M
in

sh
all

9133 W
ellin

gton
 R

d. 22, P
O

 B
ox93

H
illsbu

rgh
, O

N
  N

0B
 1Z

0
519-855-9056

R
yan

 D
ay Farm

 P
erch

eron
s

R
obert an

d Jen
n

ifer B
lack

P
O

 B
ox 579, 8th

 lin
e

H
illsbu

rgh
, O

n
tario N

0B
 1Z

0
519-855-1774
w

w
w

.ryan
dayfarm

.com

Sou
th

ern
 Steele Q

u
arterh

orse Farm
Q

u
arter H

orses
R

obin
 W

illiam
son

9330 9th
 Sideroad, R

R
 #2

E
rin

, O
N

  N
0B

 1T
0

519-833-4697

T
LC

 Q
u

arter H
orses

Scott &
 Lisa G

ray
5677 T

h
ird Lin

e, E
rin

, O
N

519.855.4584

W
ood

lan
d

s Farm
 T

h
orou

gh
bred

s
G

ail W
ood

5842 4th
 Lin

e, P.O
. B

ox 164 
H

illsbu
rgh

, O
N

  N
0B

 1Z
0

519-855-4915
w

w
w

.w
oodlan

dsfarm
.com

C
O

A
C

H
IN

G
 &

L
E

S
S

O
N

S

G
reyd

en
 E

qu
estrian

 Facility
D

enyse G
reyden

/M
arissa M

allais
5565 Trafalgar R

d., R
R

 #2
E

rin
, O

N
519-833-2274
w

w
w

.greyden
equ

estrian
.com

M
ead
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Town of Erin Map
Highlighting 9 local Equine Event locations throughout
the Town of Erin. Refer to event details below.

ii



H
o

rse
 &

 C
o

u
n

try
      iii

M A P  N OT  TO  S C A L E .  ©2019 M A S A H I R O  D E S I G N

1. Angelstone International
Show Jumping Tournaments
World-class show jumping facilities and family
entertainment. Open to the public, Free
admission.
June 5-9: The Headwaters Cup
June 12-16: The Champions
Aug. 21-25: The International
Aug. 28-Sep. 1: The National
8720 Wellington County Rd 50, Erin,  N0B 2K0
www.angelstone.ca

2. Erin Fall Fair
A Thanksgiving Tradition and preview to the
Royal Winter Fair.
Oct. 10-14, 2019: 
Equine Tent: Open 9 am-5pm (Sat-Mon).
Displays, exhibits, live horse demos.    
190 Main St. Erin 
519-833-2808   |   Equinetent@erinfair.com

3. Equine Erin
Equine Workshops, Equine Marketing and Events.   
June 8, 2019, Horse Day Erin, 10am-5pm
Erin Fairgrounds, Open to the public
519-216-4562   |   www.equineerin.com

4.Greyden Equestrian
Year round riding lessons, summer camps, spring
and fall little riders club, clinics and shows.
Little Riders Spring Session 
March 30, April 6, April 13, and April 27
Summer Camps Jul - Aug (check website)
5565 Wellington Rd. 24 (Trafalgar Rd), Erin
519-833-2274  |  www.greydenequestrian.com

5. Doors Open Erin
June 8, 10am-4pm
Angelstone, 8720 Wellington Road 50, Erin
LongRun, 5674 Fifth Line, Hillsburgh
Woodlands Farm, 5842 Fourth Line, Hillsburgh
www.doorsopenontario.on.ca/en/erin 

6.LongRun Thoroughbred
Retirement Society
June 8: Open Doors Erin (Stable-Open House)
5674 5th Line, Erin (by appointment)
416-675-3993 x3440
www.longrunretirement.com

7. Meadowlarke (North) Stables
Riding Lessons, Horse Boarding and Training,
Horse Shows and Sales.
Summer Competition Series 
Apr. 7: Jumpers only, Indoors
Apr. 14: Hunters & Hack only, Indoors
May 20: Jul 1: Aug 5: Regular series, Hunters and
Jumpers
Sept. 2: Finale
5154 3rd Line, Erin
1-800-295-0419   |   www.meadlowlarke.com

8. Minshall Horse Farms    
Thoroughbred Foaling/Yearling facility and
Quarter Horse Cutting Horse ranch.
9133 Wellington Rd. 22, Hillsburgh 
519-855-6602
www.ontariocuttinghorseassociation.com

9.Myrddin Equestrian
Getting to Know a Horse with Kim Logue
Introductory Rider Level 1 & 2
8 Week Course Combining 
Fun Activities, Safety Around Horses, Stable
Management & Riding in 1.5hr sessions 
Start Dates: Mar.2; Apr.27; Jun.1 
5046 Trafalgar Rd. Ballinafad
905-703-6698   |   www.myrddin.info

2019 Equine Events

Hoofbeats Radio and Podcast
• April “Lessons in Farm Marketing”

• April “Equine Employers Doing It Right.”

• May “Mother Daughter Bonds”

hoofbeats-radio.blogspot.com
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d

 E
qu

in
e G

iftw
are

Sin
opoli Tack &

 Feed Sh
oppe

9121 W
ellin

gton
 R

d. 124
E

rin
, O

N
  N

1H
 1T

0
519-833-0949

S
a
d

d
le

s

B
u

tet Sau
m

er Sad
d

les
P

O
 B

ox 211, 165 D
an

iel Street
E

rin
, O

n
tario

(519) 215-1474
w

w
w

.bu
tet.fr

E
asyfit Sad

d
les

5852 3rd Lin
e

H
illsbu

rgh
, O

N
  N

0B
 1Z

0
905-873-3213
w

w
w

.easyfitsaddles.com

Leath
erette C

u
stom

 P
rod

u
cts

9201 Station
 St.

H
illsbu

rgh
, O

N
  N

0B
 1Z

0
905-702-7349
w

w
w

.leath
erette.ca

iv
H

o
rse

 &
 C

o
u

n
try
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P
la

n
 y

o
u

r g
e
ta

w
a
y
 to

d
a
y
 a

t o
n

e
 o

f E
rin

’s m
a
n

y
 a

u
th

e
n

tic
 a

n
d

 lo
c
a
lly

-o
w

n
e
d

 b
e
d

 &
b

re
a
k
fa

sts, fro
m

 h
isto

ric
 h

o
m

e
s a

n
d

 ru
stic

 re
tre

a
ts to

 re
so

rt-lik
e
 e

sta
te

s. E
a
c
h

 B
&

B
 o

ffe
rs

a
 u

n
iq

u
e
 a

n
d

 u
n

fo
rg

e
tta

b
le

 lo
d

g
in

g
 e

x
p

e
rie

n
c
e
 fo

r a
 m

e
m

o
ra

b
le

 sta
y
 in

 th
e
 T

o
w

n
 o

f E
rin

.

A
 P

la
ce

 to
 S

ta
y
...



16
  |  H

o
rse

 &
 C

o
u

n
try

F
o

rk’s
R

e
co

v
e
ry

 F
ro

m
 F

ire
B

y
 E

q
u

in
e
 G

u
e
lp

h

S
a
ra

h
’s S

to
ry

W
e celebrated ou

r staff C
h

ristm
as party at

M
oh

aw
k racew

ay D
ecem

ber 20th
, h

avin
g a

great tim
e fillin

g th
e n

igh
t w

ith
 C

h
ristm

as
ch

eer. I arrived h
om

e, arou
n

d 12:30am
 an

d
settled in

to bed sh
ortly after 1am

. I w
as

aw
oken

 by m
y h

u
sban

d to th
e w

ords “th
e

barn
 is on

 fire an
d th

ere is n
oth

in
g w

e can
do.”  I w

as in
stan

tly n
u

m
b.  

W
h

en
 I arrived n

o on
e kn

ew
 w

h
ere m

y
ow

n
 h

orse w
as, bu

t w
e kn

ew
 h

e w
as ou

t. It
w

as dark, rain
in

g an
d th

e m
ost u

n
settlin

g
of sigh

ts, w
ith

 red an
d blu

e flash
in

g ligh
ts

in
term

in
glin

g w
ith

 th
e m

ist. 

E
m

e
rg

e
n

c
y
 re

sp
o

n
se

Sarah
 qu

ickly join
ed th

e grow
in

g team
 of

fire figh
ters, ow

n
ers an

d veterin
arian

s
triagin

g th
e scen

e. T
h

ey w
ere fortu

n
ate to

h
ave a n

u
m

ber of con
tain

m
en

t areas w
ith

oth
er barn

s close by, a pool area th
at h

eld
th

ree h
orses, an

d paddocks to h
old th

e
h

orses after th
ey w

ere rem
oved from

 barn
seven

.

H
orses w

ere evacu
ated to M

oh
aw

k (for
tem

porary stablin
g) w

h
ere th

ey w
ere all

bath
ed an

d on
ce again

 looked over for
bu

rn
s or distress.  B

lack soot w
as

im
bedded in

 th
e h

orses’ h
air, leadin

g to
th

e con
clu

sion
 th

e lu
n

gs m
u

st also be
com

prom
ised. Fears of sm

oke in
h

alation
dam

age w
ere con

firm
ed w

ith
 th

e first
scope.  T

h
e ow

n
ers w

ere w
orried if th

eir
h

orses w
ou

ld be ok, racked w
ith

 qu
estion

s
if th

ey w
ere su

fferin
g an

d if th
ey w

ou
ld

ever race again
. It w

as a qu
ick paced day

w
ith

 lots of decision
s.

T
h

e team
 w

orked diligen
tly w

ith
 th

e vets
follow

in
g u

p on
 th

e tem
peratu

res,
disch

arge, vitals an
d overall observation

.
Sarah

 is very gratefu
l to everyon

e involved
w

ith
 th

e rescu
e an

d reh
abilitation

,
in

clu
din

g h
er em

ployers at System
 E

qu
in

e
an

d N
ortev for su

pplyin
g th

e n
ebu

lizers
aidin

g in
 th

e recovery of m
any of th

e
h

orses.

Sarah
 is also very gratefu

l to h
er h

u
sban

d
M

ark w
h

o w
as so su

pportive, w
orkin

g
tirelessly carin

g for both
 of th

em
.  “H

e
tru

ly is th
e reason

 Fork h
as retu

rn
ed to

h
ealth

 an
d th

e racetrack,” says Sarah
.  

A
n

d of cou
rse, th

ere is m
u

ch
 gratitu

de for
th

e com
m

u
n

ity w
h

o rallied togeth
er.

T
h

an
ks, an

d hu
ge ackn

ow
ledgm

en
ts m

u
st

be given
 to th

e first respon
ders, th

e
com

m
u

n
ity w

h
o all spru

n
g from

 th
eir

beds in
 th

e dead of th
e n

igh
t an

d for
everyon

e w
h

o cam
e togeth

er to su
pport

th
e rescu

e.

Sarah
 w

ill forever be a fire preven
tion

cru
sader an

d advocate of h
avin

g a plan
,

from
 th

e sim
ple th

in
gs like h

avin
g

em
ergen

cy n
u

m
bers in

 you
r ph

on
e to

h
avin

g th
e fire departm

en
t ou

t to do a pre-
plan

.

H
avin

g h
alters, leads, pen

s an
d paper

qu
ickly accessible, clear barn

 aisles, feed
tu

bs position
ed so th

ey are n
ot in

 th
e w

ay
of exitin

g a stall are som
e of th

e little
details th

at can
 m

ake a big differen
ce in

 an
em

ergen
cy.

Sarah
 h

opes sh
arin

g h
er story w

ill m
ove

people to take preven
tative m

easu
res. 

Fu
ll story at

h
ttp://w

w
w

.equ
in

egu
elph

.ca/n
ew

s/

“Y
o

u
 n

e
v
e
r th

in
k
 it w

o
u

ld
 h

a
p

p
e
n

 to
 y

o
u

, a
n

d
 o

n
e
 o

f y
o

u
r h

o
rse

s, u
n

til o
n

e
 d

a
y
 y

o
u

 w
a
k
e

u
p

 to
 a

 p
h

o
n

e
 c

a
ll in

 th
e
 m

id
d

le
 o

f th
e
 n

ig
h

t,” re
c
o

u
n

ts S
a
ra

h
 S

c
o

tt, m
e
m

b
e
r o

f th
e
 h

o
rse

ra
c
in

g
 c

o
m

m
u

n
ity

 fo
r o

v
e
r 2

0
 y

e
a
rs, a

n
d

 o
w

n
e
r o

f F
o

rk
.

P
re

p
a
re

d
n

e
ss o

n
lin

e
sh

o
rt c

o
u

rse
 o

n
T

h
e
H

o
rse

P
o

rta
l.c

a
A

p
r 8

 – A
p

r 15
. 
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T
h

e R
obertson

 fam
ily h

om
e at H

illerin
 Farm

 is rich
 in

 m
em

ories.
P

h
otos an

d troph
ies all attest to th

e su
ccess of special h

orses
foaled, ow

n
ed, an

d train
ed over C

arol an
d B

ryn’s 50-plu
s years in

th
e bu

sin
ess.  T

h
ese souven

irs represen
t so m

u
ch

…
 m

any early
m

orn
in

gs, m
any road trips over to th

e track, lots of faith
 an

d a bit
of lu

ck.  

H
ad to be Ivory, ow

n
ed by Jaim

e an
d C

arol R
obertson

 is th
e 2018

A
Q

H
A

 ch
am

pion
 an

d th
e th

ird H
illerin

 h
orse to be a ‘Stakes’

w
in

n
er, join

in
g Fan

dan
go an

d O
n

e Fam
ou

s G
lass, on

 th
e

R
obertson’s w

all of fam
e.

T
h

e B
ack Story.... 

(A
rticle w

ritten by K
aren D

allim
ore, 2017 and updated for this publication.)

C
arol an

d B
ryn

 R
obertson

 w
ere in

to h
orses before th

ey got
m

arried 53 years ago. T
h

ey can’t im
agin

e life any oth
er w

ay. 

It w
as 1966 w

h
en

 th
e n

ew
lyw

eds m
oved in

to h
er dad’s farm

 on
th

e 9th
 lin

e of H
illsbu

rgh
. T

h
ey w

ere sh
ow

in
g Q

u
arter H

orses at
th

e tim
e, m

ostly barrel racin
g, bu

t w
h

en
 ridin

g got a bit tou
gh

after a few
 in

ju
ries it w

as Q
u

arter H
orse racin

g th
at captu

red th
eir

atten
tion

. It sh
ou

ld h
ave com

e as n
o su

rprise – racin
g w

as in
 th

eir
blood: goin

g th
rou

gh
 th

e paperw
ork w

h
en

 C
arol’s dad passed, sh

e
fou

n
d h

is T
h

orou
gh

bred-racin
g licen

se, dated 1972. 

N
ow

 th
at B

ryn
 an

d C
arol are both

 retired from
 th

eir jobs ou
tside

th
e farm

 B
ryn

 still h
olds h

is Q
u

arter H
orse train

er’s licen
se. A

t

on
e tim

e th
ey h

ad u
p to 18 h

orses racin
g; last year th

ey w
ere

dow
n

 to six. “W
e’re gettin

g older,” adm
itted C

arol. “It’s a lot of
w

ork bu
t it’s still fu

n
.” 

Fortu
n

ately for th
em

, th
eir ch

ildren
 don’t kn

ow
 any oth

er w
ay of

life eith
er an

d th
ey h

ave been
 able to cou

n
t on

 fam
ily for su

pport.
C

arol adm
its th

at th
e en

tire R
obertson

 fam
ily is “totally

im
m

ersed” in
 th

e equ
in

e in
du

stry. 

T
h

eir son
, M

ich
ael, is a blacksm

ith
 as w

ell as a pony rider at th
e

racetrack w
h

ere h
e w

ill pony th
e h

orses from
 th

e paddock to th
e

post. A
t h

om
e h

e w
ill invest a lot of tim

e doin
g h

is h
om

ew
ork

w
ith

 th
e you

n
g raceh

orses, gettin
g th

em
 u

sed to th
e startin

g gate,
bein

g ridden
 an

d pon
ied an

d ready to ru
n

. M
ich

ael an
d h

is w
ife

Jam
ie n

ow
 live on

 th
e n

ext farm
 n

orth
 w

h
ere th

ey h
ave paddocks

an
d ru

n
 in

 sh
elters for th

e broodm
ares; both

 are h
eavily involved

in
 train

in
g. 

C
arol an

d B
ryn’s tw

o dau
gh

ters, Jodi Pen
dry an

d K
im

 Sabila, are
also involved w

ith
 h

orses. Jodi is a m
assage th

erapist an
d

osteopath
 for both

 people an
d h

orses. A
lon

g w
ith

 h
er hu

sban
d,

Pete O
verdevest, th

ey n
ow

 live n
ear B

righ
t w

h
ere th

ey m
ilk 290

cow
s. K

im
, w

h
o n

ow
 lives in

 Fergu
s, h

as taken
 a sh

in
e recen

tly to
drivin

g. Jodi’s dau
gh

ter Lexi, n
ow

 21, h
as h

ad som
e lu

ck on
 th

e
barrel racin

g circu
it an

d th
eir gran

dson
 C

ody, 12, n
ow

 spen
ds h

is
su

m
m

ers w
orkin

g w
ith

 h
is U

n
cle M

ich
ael, sh

ow
in

g a passion
 an

d
talen

t for farrier w
ork even

 at su
ch

 a you
n

g age.

H
a
d

 to
 b

e
 Iv

o
ry

, a
 b

e
a
u

tifu
l 4

-y
e
a
r-o

ld
 (in

 2
0

19
) Q

u
a
rte

r H
o

rse
 ra

c
e
r w

a
s re

c
e
n

tly
a
w

a
rd

e
d

 2
0

18
 C

a
n

a
d

ia
n

 C
h

a
m

p
io

n
 b

y
 th

e
 A

m
e
ric

a
n

 Q
u

a
rte

r H
o

rse
 A

sso
c
ia

tio
n

 (A
Q

H
A

),
p

re
se

n
te

d
 a

t H
e
rita

g
e
 P

la
c
e
, O

k
la

h
o

m
a
 C

ity
, O

k
la

h
o

m
a
. Iv

o
ry

 w
a
s b

re
d

, b
o

rn
 a

n
d

 tra
in

e
d

a
t H

ille
rin

 F
a
rm

 in
 E

rin
.

T
h
re

e
 tim

e
s is a

 ch
a
rm

!
H

a
d

 to
 b

e
 Iv

o
ry

A
Q

H
A

 C
a
n
a
d

ia
n
 C

h
a
m

p
io

n

H
ad to B

e Ivory
2018 W

inning R
ace

Photo:  New Image Media
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It’s n
ot all abou

t racin
g th

ou
gh

. T
h

ey h
ave boarders as w

ell, an
d a

vital part of th
eir equ

in
e op

eration
 h

as been
 th

eir breedin
g stock

alth
ou

gh
 ch

an
ges in

 th
e in

du
stry h

ave often
 dictated th

e size of
th

e broodm
are h

erd an
d th

eir ability to m
ake a decen

t livin
g from

it. T
h

ey on
ly h

ave tw
o broodm

ares left n
ow

 w
ith

 plan
s to retain

th
e foals to becom

e part of th
e raceh

orse stable. “You’re n
ot su

re
w

h
ere th

e in
du

stry w
ill take you

. W
e’ve h

ad good years. T
h

ere are
u

ps an
d dow

n
s in

 everyth
in

g,” said C
arol. “You

 m
ake th

e m
ost of

w
h

at you’ve got.” 

W
h

at th
ey h

ad in
 2017 w

as a bit of good lu
ck. T

h
ey w

ere blessed
to h

ave a h
orse by th

e n
am

e of ‘O
n

e Fam
ou

s G
lass’, H

orse of th
e

Year in
 2013, con

tin
u

e to perform
 w

ell, an
d an

 exception
ally fast

tw
o-year-old geldin

g by th
e n

am
e of ‘H

ad To B
e Ivory’ w

h
o h

as
been

 n
om

in
ated for C

an
adian

 B
red H

orse of th
e Year again

st all
ages, u

n
defeated in

 five races. B
ryn

 also train
ed fou

r-year-old
C

ou
n

try B
oy 123 to five w

in
s in

 seven
 starts for h

is ow
n

er R
u

th
B

arbou
r, th

eir n
eigh

bou
r in

 H
illsbu

rgh
, w

ith
 earn

in
gs of $99K

 in
2017. 

T
h

e racin
g in

du
stry h

as ch
an

ged to a poin
t w

h
ere it’s h

arder to
m

ake a livin
g n

ow
, said C

arol. T
h

ere w
as a tim

e w
h

en
 th

ere w
as

m
on

ey to be m
ade bu

t cu
tbacks saw

 a lot of th
e racin

g in
du

stry
m

igrate to th
e U

S. A
s sh

e w
isely says, if you

 don’t overexten
d

you
rself an

d stay w
ith

in
 you

r m
ean

s, you’ll fin
d a w

ay. For th
e

R
obertson

s, keepin
g it in

 th
e fam

ily – keepin
g expen

ses u
n

der

con
trol - h

as been
 th

e key to th
eir steady su

ccess. Last year th
eir

earn
in

gs bou
gh

t B
ryn

 a tractor w
ith

 a cab so h
e cou

ld en
joy th

e
air con

dition
in

g du
rin

g h
ayin

g season
. H

e’d earn
ed it. 

“You
 h

ave to go w
ith

 you
r h

eart,” said C
arol. If th

ey asked, sh
e

w
ou

ldn’t discou
rage h

er
gran

dch
ildren

 from
 m

akin
g

h
orses th

eir career. “Ju
st m

ake
su

re you
 kn

ow
 w

h
at you’re

doin
g, th

at’s all. You
 h

ave to be
good; you

 h
ave to do you

r
h

om
ew

ork, sam
e as for any

career. T
h

e passion
 h

elps to
carry you

 th
rou

gh
.”

B
ry

n
 R

o
b

e
rtso

n
a
c
c
e
p

tin
g

 2
0

18
A

Q
H

A
 C

h
a
m

p
io

n
T

itle
 fo

r H
a
d

 to
 B

e
Iv

o
ry

Photo:  B. Ryan
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1

T
h
e
 H

a
ll o

f F
a
m

e
 e

v
e
n
t is a

im
e
d

a
t ce

le
b

ra
tin

g
 E

rin
’s rich

 e
q

u
in

e
h
isto

ry
 a

n
d

 re
co

g
n
izin

g
 le

a
d

e
rs

w
ith

in
 E

rin
’s h

o
rse

 co
m

m
u
n
ity

.
A

n
 E

qu
in

e A
rch

ive w
as also created to captu

re equ
in

e h
eritage,

m
em

ories, ph
otos an

d h
orse even

t m
em

orabilia.   Sin
ce th

e early
1800s, h

orses h
ave played a vital role in

 E
rin

, an
d th

ey con
tin

u
e to

con
tribu

te in
 a m

ean
in

gfu
l w

ay to th
e local equ

in
e econ

om
ic

sector, recreation
 an

d cou
n

try lifestyle.  T
h

e H
all of Fam

e aw
ards

w
ill n

ow
 be an

 an
n

u
al even

t, w
ith

 w
in

n
ers bein

g an
n

ou
n

ced at th
e

E
rin

 Fair, w
h

ich
 h

as taken
 place every T

h
an

ksgivin
g w

eeken
d

sin
ce 1850.

T
h

e
 2

0
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 E
A

S
 H

o
rse

 H
e
rita

g
e
 H

a
ll o

f F
a
m

e
A

w
a
rd

s w
e
re

 p
re

se
n

te
d

 a
s fo

llo
w

s:

H
eavy H

orses an
d

 E
qu

in
e C

om
m

u
n

ity C
on

tribu
tion

A
w

arded to Fred C
ox, a n

in
ety-year old farm

er an
d form

er
volu

n
teer Fire C

h
ief for E

rin
 an

d H
illsbu

rgh
. Fred w

orked w
ith

h
orses all h

is life, begin
n

in
g w

ith
 h

eavy h
orses on

 th
e farm

, u
sed

h
orses for tran

sportation
 an

d th
en

 later for recreation
. Fred w

as
in

stru
m

en
tal in

 m
en

torin
g an

d sh
ow

in
g oth

er people h
ow

 to
h

an
dle th

e gen
tle gian

ts, an
d h

eld th
e roles of Sh

ow
 Ju

dge an
d

com
m

ittee m
em

ber for th
e H

eavy H
orse P

u
lls at th

e E
rin

 Fair.
Fred’s n

om
in

ation
 w

as m
arked by m

any w
on

derfu
l stories abou

t
h

is life w
ith

 h
orses in

clu
din

g h
orse races in

 Stan
ley Park an

d
u

sin
g h

orses to h
au

l ice ou
t of th

e river. Fred is a lifetim
e m

em
ber

of th
e E

rin
 A

gricu
ltu

ral Society. 

N
ote: D

w
ayne G

regson, 2018 Erin Fair P
resident presented Fred’s aw

ard.  T
he fam

ily of Fred C
ox

gathered stories and inform
ation on behalf of Fred’s great grandson C

ullen A
bram

 Frederick C
ox,

w
ho w

as one year old at the tim
e. T

hey thought it w
as im

portant for C
ullen to understand his

great grandfather’s contribution and im
portance to the Erin com

m
unity. Fred attended the aw

ard
cerem

ony. 

P
erch

eron
 B

reed
 D

evelop
m

en
t an

d
 You

th
 M

en
torsh

ip
 

A
w

arded (posth
u

m
ou

sly) to D
avid Leitch

, for h
is lifetim

e w
ork to

develop th
e Perch

eron
 breed  (drivin

g, sh
ow

in
g, breedin

g) an
d for

h
is com

m
itm

en
t to you

th
 m

en
torsh

ip.  D
avid w

as a com
m

itted 4-
H

 leader, past director of th
e O

n
tario Perch

eron
 H

orse
A

ssociation
, join

ed th
e E

rin
 A

gricu
ltu

ral Society at age 16, w
as on

th
e H

eavy H
orse an

d H
orse P

u
ll com

m
ittees, an

d Past P
residen

t
of th

e E
rin

 Fair (1984-85). D
avid’s life w

ork an
d m

any su
ccesses

in
clu

ded breedin
g h

is ow
n

 h
orses, sh

ow
in

g h
is six-h

orse h
itch

 at
th

e C
N

E
 an

d th
e T

h
e R

oyal W
in

ter Fair, an
d fin

ish
in

g 7th
 in

 th
e

W
orld Perch

eron
 C

on
gress (2008). D

avid is rem
em

bered fon
dly

w
ith

 love an
d respect for h

is exten
sive kn

ow
ledge an

d
u

n
derstan

din
g of th

e Perch
eron

 breed an
d sh

arin
g th

is w
ith

anyon
e w

h
o w

an
ted to learn

. 

D
avid’s aw

ard w
as presented by life-long friend and ow

ner of one of his team
s R

ob Fletcher (past
president of Erin Fair).  D

avid’s aw
ard plaque w

as accepted by his w
ife H

elen Leitch.

In
d

u
stry Lead

ersh
ip

 &
 T

h
orou

gh
bred

 B
reed

 D
evelop

m
en

t 

A
w

arded to G
ail W

ood for h
er determ

in
ed leadersh

ip w
ith

in
 th

e
T

h
orou

gh
bred (T

B
) in

du
stry. G

ail’s com
m

itm
en

t to post race an
d

h
orse w

elfare is th
e cu

lm
in

ation
 of m

ore th
an

 40 years of
breedin

g, raisin
g foals an

d racin
g h

orses.   W
oodlan

d Farm
s is

n
ation

ally an
d in

tern
ation

ally recogn
ized for its con

tribu
tion

 to
T

B
 breed developm

en
t an

d for bein
g on

e of th
e leadin

g sale
con

sign
ors in

 C
an

ada. G
ail h

as been
 key player in

 elevatin
g th

e
qu

ality of en
tries at th

e O
n

tario Sales an
d attractin

g buyers from
th

e fam
ou

s K
en

tu
cky Sales.

G
ail’s aw

ard w
as presented by A

lf B
udw

eth, ow
ner of B

udson’s –P
rovisions for C

ountry Living &
N

obleton Feeds.  A
lf has know

n G
ail since he w

as a young m
an.

Lifetim
e A

ch
ievem

en
t 

A
w

arded to E
denw

old, 2006 Q
u

een’s P
late C

h
am

pion
. E

denw
old

w
as bred an

d foaled in
 E

rin
, by G

ail W
ood an

d W
illiam

 D
iam

an
t

at W
oodlan

ds Farm
s.  E

denw
old w

as pu
rch

ased in
 2004 for

$100,000. by Jim
 an

d A
lice Sapara from

 E
dm

on
ton

 A
lberta.  H

e
w

en
t on

 to becom
e C

an
ada’s ch

am
pion

 Tw
o-year old in

 2005, an
d

w
on

 th
e Q

u
een’s P

late in
 2006.  E

denw
old w

as th
e first h

orse to
accom

plish
 th

is feat sin
ce Sou

n
d R

eason
 in

 1977.  B
ill D

iam
an

t is
th

e hu
sban

d of V
ickie Pappas, th

e fou
n

der of Lon
gru

n
T

h
orou

gh
bred A

doption
 Society, located in

 E
rin

.  

G
ail W

ood accepted the aw
ard on behalf of E

denw
old.

P
h
o

to
 C

o
u
rte

sy
 o

f: D
a
v
e
 L

a
n
d

ry

P
h

o
to

s: A
u

c
h

in
c
lo

ss Im
a
g

e
ry

P
h

o
to

s: A
u

c
h

in
c
lo

ss Im
a
g

e
ry

H
a
ll o

f F
a
m

e
W

in
n

e
rs

F
re

d
 C

o
x
, G

ra
n

d
d

a
u

g
h

te
r, a

n
d

G
re

a
t G

ra
n

d
so

n



C
re

a
tin

g
 a

 B
e
tte

r
C

o
n
n
e
ctio

n

E
m

otion
al Freedom

 Tech
n

iqu
e (E

FT
) can

 be a valu
able tool for

riders an
d is applied by tappin

g on
 th

e en
ergy poin

ts of th
e body,

sim
ilar to acu

pu
n

ctu
re. W

h
en

 a h
orse (or person

) experien
ces a

stressfu
l even

t, en
ergy is stored in

 th
e body creatin

g a blockage. B
y

tappin
g on

 th
e en

ergy poin
ts, blockages can

 be released an
d

even
tu

ally cleared. 

E
FT

 for R
id

ers:
Stu

den
ts are tau

gh
t th

e tappin
g procedu

re an
d,

after a few
 session

s riders can
 u

se E
FT

 on
 th

eir ow
n

. R
iders are

tau
gh

t h
ow

 to u
se E

FT
 for th

em
selves to h

elp th
em

 redu
ce

com
petition

 an
xiety, to stop self-sabotagin

g th
ou

gh
ts, an

d to
create a better con

n
ection

 w
ith

 th
eir h

orses.  

E
FT

 for H
orses: M

argaret G
odson

, at M
yrddin

 E
qu

estrian
 u

ses a
com

bin
ation

 of su
rrogate tappin

g an
d actu

al tappin
g on

 th
e

physical m
eridian

 poin
ts on

 th
e h

orse’s body.  H
orses respon

d to
th

e E
FT

 treatm
en

t by low
erin

g th
eir h

eads, releasin
g stress, lickin

g
an

d ch
ew

in
g. T

h
ey also often

 sh
ow

 a m
ore positive attitu

de
tow

ards train
in

g an
d hu

m
an

 in
teraction

.

E
FT

 is gen
tle, effective an

d lon
g lastin

g an
d h

as n
o adverse side

effects. N
eith

er dru
gs n

or equ
ipm

en
t are u

sed. E
FT

 is n
ot m

ean
t

to replace you
r coach

 or veterin
arian’s in

stru
ction

s or m
edical

advice an
d it is n

ot a su
bstitu

te for tradition
al m

edicin
es or

psych
ological care. In

stead, E
FT

 is in
ten

ded to su
pport overall

h
orse an

d hu
m

an
 w

ell-bein
g an

d h
ealth

.

D
oes it w

ork?

G
arry R

oqu
e, 35-year veteran

 h
orse train

er an
d form

er C
an

adian
O

lym
pic Team

 an
d Even

tin
g com

petitor h
as th

is to say:

“Last sum
m

er I had a w
ell-bred show

 pony....the horse had suffered
a fright in his training, and w

as brought to m
e to try to repair; he

w
as continually having setbacks due to his attitude. I asked M

argaret
(G

odson) at M
yrddin if she could help. W

ith only tw
o sessions, the

horse com
pletely turned around, and w

ent from
 a scared grum

py
pony to one that w

ould be ridden by a 12-year old girl. I think that
M

s. G
odson has a real gift. I recom

m
end M

argaret to anyone w
ho is

having issues w
ith their horses.”

E
m

o
tio

n
a
l F

re
e
d

o
m

 T
e
c
h

n
iq

u
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 fo
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M
a
rg

a
re
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o

d
so
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 a

 c
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m
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e
titio

n
w

ith
 h

e
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o
rse

V
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y
a
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h
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u
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